
Bernard Darroch
Planning Department 

West Dunbartonshire Council                                                                             15th April 2012 
Rosebery Place
Clydebank G81 1TG

 Dear Mr Darroch

Merkins Wind Farm DC12/028

Clydebelt is a voluntary organisation dedicated to maintaining and enhancing our heritage and the Green Belt status of the 
Kilpatrick Hills and their surrounding environment to the north of the River Clyde. Clydebelt was formed in 1990 and 
details can be seen at  http://www.clydebelt.org.uk. 

Following visits to Lomond Energy’s exhibitions and a presentation by Lomond Energy to an open meeting of Clydebelt 

and others on 16th February 2010, a clear majority of those present voted to oppose this application.

The application contravenes many elements of the West Dunbarton Local Plan (WDLP) and the Glasgow and Clyde 
Valley Structure Plan (G&CVSP) as follows. 
 
WDLP 
Key Policies 
1.Where any development is adjacent to the Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park
(N.P.) it should take account of the special quality of the Park area.
 This development will be seen from a large area of the N.P. and especially from Balloch and Loch Lomond. Tourism is 
very important to the area and tourists to a National Park should be in an area free from the sight of wind farms which are 
spreading all over Scotland. When the Loch Sloy hydro scheme was implemented, the pylons were taken down the 
Gareloch and Loch Long side of the hills to avoid being seen from Loch Lomond; that was long before a National Park 
was even envisaged. Permission for this, so close to the Park boundary could set a precedent for similar developments all 
round the park perimeter as well as along the Kilpatrick Hills

3.5 Green Network  Policy G.N.1
Development which is detrimental to the Green network will be considered contrary to the plan. New development should 
contribute positively to the protection and improvement of the Green Network.
The Kilpatrick Hills are part of the G.N. and the Central Scotland Green Network 
Creating a conspicuous industrial complex with a road network on moorland can not be considered as ‘contributing 
positively’ 

Wider Countryside WC1
Development in the wider countryside……will not be supported unless
 This development does not comply with any of the bullet points and in particular is contrary to “does not have an adverse 
impact on landscape character or natural heritage resource”.

RSA  Regional Scenic Area.
3.8.1   The council will conserve the high quality of the Kilpatrick Hills   …. There will be a general presumption against 
proposals for development that would have an adverse impact on the landscape quality and character, visual amenity, or 
nature conservation value of the area.

   The Kilpatrick Hills are an important recreational area for walking, angling and bird watching, much used by the 
population of the Glasgow conurbation and further afield. The openness and feeling of being in a more remote area yet 
conveniently close to civilisation, contribute to the popularity of the area. These 120m turbines will tower above the 
horizon and spoil the many views towards Loch Lomond.



Key Policy SUS1 – Sustainable Development
3.9.1 Within the Plan area, all developments should seek to conserve and enhance environmental resources and ensure 
environmental impact is minimised. This network of roads and towers will have a major impact on the natural 
environment, 

 
5. Economic Development 
   Tourism is an important element of the WD economy, Particularly at Balloch
The bullet points to support this are similar to those at 5.19 below.
5.19.1   Proposals for industrial….developments other than those identified on the proposals map………will require to be 
justified against the following criteria 
Two of the bullet points are particularly relevant
 There would be significant overall economic benefit to the Plan area
 There would be no undesirable landscape and amenity impacts.
 There will be very few permanent jobs provided. So there will be no economic benefit. The structures will be highly 
visible especially from all over the Kilpatrick Hills. The amenities of residents nearest could be threatened by noise, ‘sun 
flicker’, overbearing height, and light pollution especially the red warning lights required by the airways authorities. 
There could be a considerable drop in the market value of their properties.

9. Environment
9.7.1 Biodiversity Duty
  The council…. will further the conservation of biodiversity. 
The excavation of peat and replacing with concrete, as well as the digging of borrow pits does nothing for biodiversity but 
can cause future problems with alkalinity of the ground, alteration to the nature of ground water and release of CO2 . 
These base construction elements of the project will remain after the turbines are dismantled.

9.7.3 Protected species
The list includes includes Black Grouse and raptors in upland areas. The site is known for black grouse, hen harriers, 
merlin and red throated divers as well as migrating whooper swans and geese. At the Braes of Doune wind farm numbers 
of fatalities have been recorded, red kites and merlin in particular.

 Nature Conservation Sites
9.9.1 Development that affects a SSSI will only be permitted where an appraisal has 
demonstrated the objectives of the designated area and the overall integrity of the area would not be compromised
 The roads, construction, noise and visual appearance must compromise the area of the SSSI
Any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are clearly outweighed by social or 
economic benefits of national importance                                      
 The small output from this windfarm does not qualify it as being of economic benefit of national importance. We do 
appreciate the importance of striving to meet targets for renewable energy; however, because of its unreliability, and 
requiring 100% back-up, wind power can only ever be a small part of the power generation mix. 
We believe that this particular site is inappropriate for a wind farm given its proximity to SSSI sites.

9.19 Landscape Character 
Development within the Green Belt, wider countryside and green corridors through the urban area, or affecting such 
areas, will have particular regard to the landscape character and distinctiveness of the Plan area and of adjoining areas. 
Proposals should positively contribute to conservation or regeneration of these landscapes. Proposals which are 
detrimental to the landscape character will not generally be supported unless they are supported by other Local Plan 
policies….

The proposals would have a considerable detrimental visual effect and do not contribute to conservation or regeneration

9.21.1 Scheduled Ancient monuments 
The Council will resist any development proposals that would have an adverse impact on or effect the setting of a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument
The proposals are close to two important historical sites, the two long cairns on Gallangad Muir. The proximity of the 
turbines will affect their settings, this is acknowledged by Historic Scotland who state that the EIS understates the effect 
on these settings.



12.16.1  Renewable Energy DC6
Proposals for renewable energy development will be permitted where it can be established without unacceptable detriment 
to the landscape, natural and built heritage, sport and recreation interests and local amenity. Development will be 
considered against the following criteria:

Visual impact and effect on landscape character, including the landscape quality of the Kilpatrick Hills Regional Scenic 
Area and role and function of the Green Belt;

Nature conservation interests, including statutory designated areas, species and habitats;

The historic environment and its setting, including scheduled ancient monuments, conservation areas and listed buildings;

Noise, odour, traffic, broadcast interference and other impacts upon the amenity of local communities;

The proposal fails to comply with all these points 

 Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan 2006
The plan removed the Kilpatricks from possible sites for wind farms saying that the Hills were
…prominent  across a large area of high landscape value and an important recreational resource.  There were concerns 
by the NPA, Glasgow Airport and SNH.

We trust you will consider all these points in our objection and that you will recommend that this application is refused 
when making your report for the Planning Committee

Yours faithfully,

Sam Gibson 
Secretary Clydebelt


